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RIDING

EL Galpon del Glaciar  -  Lago Argentino.  

Most visitors to the glaciers stay in the nearby small town of El Calafate, which now boasts an international airport and is the main departure point for all the tours in the region.  The name of El Calafate comes from the calafate, small berry-bearing bush typically to be found in southern Patagonia and whose fruit is used to make jam.  Legend has it that who ever eats calafate jam will always come back for more… In fact the legend is a story about Koonex, an old Tehuelche lady who was too frail to accompany her tribe’s yearly migration north at the onset of winter.  As was the custom of her people, she decided to stay behind in her tent, but felt so lonely that she asked the birds to keep her company.  These replied that they had nothing to eat, so she turned herself into a calafate berry bush to provide them with food and shelter during the snowy months.  When the Tehuelche tribe returned in spring, they found this new plant and decided to return every year to the same spot to gather its fruits.  

EL Galpon del Glaciar – Estancia Alice 

Estancia Alice is located on the shores of the Lago Argentino some 20km from the town of El Calafate and its lands border the National Glacier Park.  The lodge, a warm and welcoming homestead, is built on the Patagonian steppe, an area rich in rivers, lakes and lagoons and a unique natural setting for over 40 different species of migrating birds. The Patagonian steppe is considered a unique ecosystem by the World Wildlife Foundation.  

The lodge has 16 rooms with en suite bathrooms, outstanding home cooking and a number of different activities designed to ensure guests enjoy the natural surroundings to the full, from walking and birdwatching to learning about the old sheep-farming customs that are so much a part of life in this part of the world.  

Day 1

Transfer from Calafate airport to your hotel in the area of Lago Argentino for a 1-night stay.  

Day 2

Transfer to Estancia Alice, the point of departure on horseback.  The trek starts along the lower slopes of the Frías Hill, across the typical Patagonian plateau where sightings of guanaco, ñandu (South American rhea) and even pumas are quite common.  After lunch the group enters the National Glacier Park, riding through meadows and woods, over creeks and along pebbled beaches.  Camp is set up on the peninsula, just metres from the icy lake; grateful riders slide off their tired steeds to be met with cups of hot tea of share mate, sitting on logs around the camp fire as the sun sets, night falls and preparations get underway for a simple supper in one of the larger tents.  

Day 3

The ride leads through more woodland, a fine opportunity to admire the many species of southern beech –ñires, coihué and lenga-, as well as cypress and wild cherry.  After lunch the ride follows the bed of a stream to Bahía Escondida where camp is set up.  This evening there are opportunities for fishing, although the dinner menu is already set in case the fishermen are unlucky.  

Day 4

Virtually the whole day is spent in sight of the glacier, a vast mirage that never seems to get any closer, although finally the end is reached.  Fabulous photo opportunities and the chance to trek on the glacier itself.  

Return to the camp at Bahía Escondida.

Day 5

A full day’s ride back to the second camp.

Day 6

Return to Estancia Alice along the slopes of the Frías, with the option to return to your hotel in the Lago Argentina area or stay at Estancia Alice.  

Day 7

Transfer by road to Calafate Airport for departure.



